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ignoring pro-dope news and 
views, demanding, ad censor- 
ship, but fair dealing. Popular 
newspapers can’t afford to lose 
readers — they tend to follow 
opinion rather than leading it, 
and, I strangely suspect, to 
have a policy of not antagonis- 
ing even more than attempting 
to appeal positively. So let 
them know you're antagon- 
ised. r 

Support CARNO (Cannabis 
Action Reform Organisation. 
c/o 65 Edith Grove, SW10. and 
| Elgin Ave, W9). 

And most of all, care about 
the thousands humiliated and 
inconvenienced by searches, 
and about “each unharmful 
gentle soul, misplaced inside a 
jail’). 

A rather longer letter than I 
intended — thanks for reading 
it. 

DEMSIE — GIFFORD, 
London, N14. 
@ There's little to add to this 
except it’s one of the few 
“Legalise dope” letters we've 
had that contain -a fully 
thoughtout scenario for action. 


WE ARE TWO GIRLS who 

went to the Sassafras concert at 

Middlesbrough Town Hall 

Crypt (Friday 16th July). After 

the concert we were asked by 

someone who we thought must 
be in some way connected with 

Sassafras, if we wanted to go 

backstage to meet the group, 

and we agreed, after some 
thought, as we wanted some 
autographs. We waited for five 
minutes or so and then were 
allowed into the room where 

the group were. We stayed a 

further five minutes, getting 

ony two autographs as we 
didn't have time to stay. 

The following Sunday the 
article enclosed appeared in 
the News Of The Worla 
Sunday 18th July), and seemed 
to hold direct reference to us, 
as we were the only girls at that 
time. 

THE GROUP THAT 
GAVE ONE GIRL A 

SHARP LESSON 

Sassafras are not yet 
chart-toppers. But groupies 
rate them a good second 
division side in the pop 
league table. 

On a gloomy night in 
Middlesbrough I saw tired 
eyed girls in tight Tee-shirts 
hovering like moths round 
a flame to offer dubious 
favours to the boys in the 
band. 

Lead singer _—‘ Terry 
Bennett told me: “Look at 
them, it’s sad really. ‘They 
want to go to bed with us 
just to say they’ve done it. 

“It may seem as if we're 
naive or puritanical, but 
we're not. 

“We like sex as much as 
anyone. And in our time 
we've been groupies. 

_“But one or two of the 
band are now happily 
married, and most of us 

- have stable relationships 
with girls." 

We were both very shocked 
vhen we saw the article, which 
s totally untrue (apart from 
he fact that we were both 
vearing Tee-shirts), and which 
ffended us extremely and 
nade us very annoyed. We feel 
hat this—article shows the 
evels to which some groups 
‘ill stoop in order to gain a 
ttle publicity for themselves. 
he article itself was amongst 
arious ones about groupies 
nd bigger bands like Deep 
urple and the Rolling Stones, 
c., and we think that Sassaf- 
lead singer Terry Bennett 


NEW MUSICAL EXPRESS 


HELLO 


HELLO _ yer 
TZERS is back, and our 
attention this week focuses | 


first on the constantly 
evolving and fabulous king- 
dom of The Rolling Stones. 
Poor ol’ Keef must have 
wondered what he has to 
give to avoid going through 
all these things twice — 
three four or five times 
even — when he was 
required to appear in 
Newport Pagnell earlier 
this week to face charges of 
possessing cannabis and 
cocaine, plus three driving 


charges. All arose from ~ 
Keith’s M1 crash three 
months ago. 


It isn’t just the possible fines 
and imprisonment if he is 
found guilty that will be worry- 
ing the world’s most elegantly- 
wasted yuman. The US Drugs 
Enforcement Agency have 
asked the Thames Valley 
Police to keep them informed 
of developments in the case. A 
drugs. conviction could mean 
Keith's automatic exclusion 
from the States. It seems there 
were considerable hassles. and 
lawyers buzzing around 
Washington to secure him 
entry last time around. What 
price another Stones tour of 
America then? 

Another Stone in the public 
eye is Honest Ron Wood. 
What with him jamming wiv 
Eric at Crystal Palace, (’n back 
to Ron’s place for another 
blow like). and then getting 
asked to sign up wiv Rod 
again, just as his old mate 
Kenny pulls out of the gig wiv 
Rod, the lads are having a right 
ol mix-up ain't they? There'll 
be lots more from Honest Ron 
in next week’s fab ish of the 
world’s best informed rock 
paper in some candid conver- 
sations with shaggy Steve 
Clarke, but we'll just drop a 
couple of titbits now and tell 
you that plans are well 
advanced for a new Stones 
double live album: that there’s 
talk of a new single before 
then; that their Knebworth gig 
will apparently be chocka with 
oldies (wot. the Stones playin 
bleoze agin? My my) and that 
Eric Clapton's “I'm With 
Stupid Clapton” T-shirt was a 
gift from Ronnie. ©. 


A brief pause to note that , 


Michael Philip Jagger is still 
wizzing round the world to 
major sporting events — the 
Olympics last week — and 
then on with the show .. . 
Van Morrison, backstage at 
the Crystal Palace Garden 
Party, declared he was “look- 
ing forward to working live 
again in the near future”, while 
his new manager Harvey 
Goldsmith is now a proud 
father after the birth of baby 
Jonathan last week. . . 
After he’s published the bi- 
monthly Groupie News (which 
promises amongst other things 
nude pop. stars and scam on 
who's kinky and who’s not), 


will Rodney Bigenheimer still 
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SNAPPED at the Crystal Palace Garden Party last Saturday 
smiling at the Vicar (the Rev Eric the C): Phil Lynott of THIN 
LIZZY wearing (gasp) a TIE!! and LOL CREME of 10ce witha 
thistle growing out of his head. The stars later judged the prize 
marrows, in company with (among others) Jim Capaldi, lan 
McLagen, Van Morrison, and Jimmy McCullough. 


be regarded in the L.A. rock 
fraternity as-~a friend of the 
Rlarsn ter ar kU ANA. 
Ritchie Blackmore seen escort- 
ing Runaway Lita Ford, while 
Sweetie Brian Connolly spied 
out and about with her band- 
mate Jackie Fox . . . 

All around Mike Batt: the 
Kursal Flyers, now signed to 
CBS, HAVE THE Wombling 
wonder booked to produce 
their next elpee . . . Would 
you believe The Tremeloes 
beginning to click with certain 
sections of American rock 
press and radio stations? . . . 
The times they are a changing: 
Bob Seger andthe Silver Bullet 
Band recently pulled an 80,000 
crowd in Detroit while Elton 
John could apparently manage 
only 25,000 shortly afterwards. 
The Motor City is Seger’s 
home town remember . . . 
Bonnie Bramlett planning 
album of classic R&B songs for 
autumn release . . . 


More on the trial and charge 
of Gregg Allman’s ex-roadie 
John ‘Scooter’ _ Herring: 
Federal Judge Wilbur Owens 
Jr said he'd review the-sent- 
ence of 75 years passed on the 
roadie in three months time, 
adding he thought” Herring 
“nothing but a scapegoat — 
that the person who ought to 
be prosecuted is Mr. Allman” . 
._. John Fiddler, of Medicine 
Head, would like to pass on 
the message that a trust fund 
has been set up for the children 
of ex-Yardbird Keith Relf, 
who once produced and played 


with the Head. “He wasn’t the 
world’s ‘wealthiest man when 
he died<” Fiddler told T-Zers 
Contributions should be sent 
for attention of | Messrs 
Brewer. Perry and Co.. 25 The 
Green. Richmond-on-Thames. 
Surrey. Med Head are also 
planning benefit gigs. 

Sad to report that former 
Pink Floyd road manager 
Peter Watts found dead in 
London flat earlier this week . 


. Congratulations to John 
Lennon on finally winning his 
battle to become US President; 
can we hear a bit more from 
yer now John? .. . And John’s 
ex-wife Cynthia has married 
again — her third marriage. 
Cynth will be now living in 
Wales with her engineer 
husband John Twist, which is 
where Julian Lennon will go 
when he visits his mum, He's 
currently visiting Dad in the 
US of A... . Erk alors! Cliff 
‘Bow’ Richard finally gets U.S. 
smash after fortynine British 
hits, You know what they say 
Cliff. life begins at 40... 
| According to Earl Slick, D. 
‘Bowie stole “Fame” from 
|James Brown tune “Funky 
iMusic... 


. . . And a special message 
to those of you who didn’tsend 
off an application to join the 
staff of the World’s Choosiest 
Rock Weekly: you forgot the 
stamp, Marmaduke; to the 
other (estimated) four million 
who deluged our hapless 
officeperson with erudite, 
witty missives, curriculi_ viti, 
pleas, threats and other forms 
of application — relaxez-vous, 
folks. To be humble and truth- 
ful, we were quite over- 
whelmed with the very high 
standard of application (some 
of us are beginning to feel 
pretty insecure in fact) and the 
shortlisting process is well in 
hand. Those who-have, in fact 
been shortlisted will shortly be 
hearing from us direct — the 
others, sadly, are far too 
numerous to_answer individu- 
ally (forgive us this discour- 
tesy) so all we can say is: thanx 
for your interest and 
enthusiasm — you're wonder- 
ful (by the way, applicants who 
thought ahead~and enclosed 
SAEs will get their manus- 
cripts back in due course). Is 
that all? Yes, that’s all. 


Cripes, seeing John Miles 
follow the late Jim Morrison 
on Granada’s~“So It Goes’ 
illustrates how the standard of 
rebels has fallen over the last 
few years . . . And talking of 
So It Goes {and aren't we 
always these days), seems like 
the programme is unable to 
show clips from the archives in 
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z > Heavy Air Play 


FOR YOUR LOVE 
by The Yardbirds 


on Charly CS 1012 


FLYING HIGH 
WITH YOU 
by L. D. Pearl 


on London HLU 10536 
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casting ““The-History Of The 
Pink Floyd” sometime in 
November, and the prog- 
ramme looks set to be sold 
world wide by Capitol thereaf- 
ter. The normally elusive 
Floyd are collaborating to the 
extent that they're even 
making their own studio avail- 
able to mix the sound. Won't 
make any difference on our 
office tranny. . . And withno 
product — sorry, records — 
out for so long, how are you 
Floyd keeping the wolf from 
the door? Well, Nick Mason, if 
he hasnt got enough of the 
green stuff by now, pulls in a 
few extra shekels with his 
interest in vintage cars. He 
buys up ordinary Morris 
Travellers, does them up and 
flogs them in Holland at twice 
the price. . - 


Hmm, a curious choice of 
studios for super sophisticated 
Queen who have opted for 
down home studio The Manor 
for their nextelpee . . . Appa- 
rently Bob Dylan was so 
dissatisfied when he saw the 
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led several dates of his current 
tour Stateside afflicted with 
what manager Elliott Roberts 
called “severe strap throat.” 


Among the dates cancelled ~ 
were those with Steven Stills 
and Lynyryd Skynyrd, giving 
rise to rumours that all was not 
hunky dory between Neil and 
Steve, though Young, you will 
remember, had a throat opera- 
tion last October . . . Suzi 
Quatro in the London Evening 
News: “I’ve dabbled in drugs, 
astrology, and magic — but 
none of them have given me 
the answers” . . . Peggy Lee 
in her A&M press release: 
“I'm all. for Womens Lib, but I 
wish they'd chosen another 
name for the movement. It 
sounds so unfeminine.”” But 
Peggy, that’s the whole point 


And finally kids, more on 
that upcoming album by your 
friend and ours, Howard The 
Duck: track listings have now 
been expanded to include such 
numbers as “Bird Duck”, 
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